William A. Perry

July 11, 1950 - April 6, 2011

William Austin Perry, a gunsmith, cabinetmaker and carpenter, died at
Memorial Hospital at Easton, surrounded by his family, Wednesday evening,
April 6, 2011. He was 60.

Born in Easton on July 11, 1950, he was the son of Elizabeth Haden Perry
and William Arthur Perry. His mother died in 1958. His father died in 1996.
As a youngster, he was a paper boy for The Star Democrat and played on
Easton Little League baseball and football teams.

He was a 1968 graduate of Easton High School, where he had competed on
the track and field, and cross country teams. He played the trumpet in the
Easton High School Band, winning the John Philip Sousa Award in his senior
year. Over the years, he often played at weddings and at church concerts and
services.

He attended Chesapeake College, where he played on the college’s first
soccer team in 1968.

Mr. Perry then attended The Colorado School of Trades in Denver, Colo.,
where he studied gunsmithing from 1970 to 1972. After completing his training
there he returned to Easton and worked for a time at the Gun Shop before
becoming an independent gunsmith.

For several years he was manager of the Cherry’s sportswear store in
downtown Easton. He also had been employed at the Perry Company, a
construction company.

He had been a volunteer with the Waterfow! Festival since its earliest days,



stopping only when he suffered a stroke in 2008. For several years he
designed and decorated the stocks for rifles and shotguns given away by the
Easton Jaycees during the Festival.

He was a longtime member of the Talbot Rod and Gun Club, where he had
won several marksmanship competitions over the years. He also had been a
marksmanship, handgun and hunter safety instructor with the National Rifle
Association, and a hunter safety and shooting instructor in a Maryland
Department of Natural Resources hunter safety program.

Along with his cousin, David W. Walker of Wittman, Mr. Perry had worked
many years as a guide for goose and duck hunters. They had been guides for
several years for Jody Powell, press secretary for President Jimmy Carter, at
Powell's hunting lodge in Dorchester County.

An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed canoeing , hiking, mountain climbing, biking
and camping.

Mr. Perry is survived by his stepmother, Elizabeth Rice Perry of Royal Oak;
two brothers, Bruce Haden Perry and his wife, Louise, and Bruce Edward
Perry and his wife, Patricia, all of Easton; three sisters, Denise Perry Riley
and her husband William, of Trappe, and Debra Perry Jackson and her
husband, William, and Kimberly Perry Whiteley, and her husband, Tyler Sr., all
of Easton. He also is survived by his maternal aunt, Margaret Haden Kipilo of
Fulsom, Calif.; seven nieces, Katherine Perry Ewers, Caroline Perry Spurry,
Colin Perry, Amber Perry, Courtney Jackson, Faith Whiteley and Kamryn
Whiteley, who also was his goddaughter; three nephews, Joshua Perry, Tyler
Whiteley Jr. and Brady Jackson; a great nephew, Graham Willis, and two
great-nieces, Khloe Smoot and Rhemington Perry.

A memorial service will be held at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in
Easton on Saturday, April 16 at 2 p.m.

At his request, his ashes will be scattered in the harbor at the Caroline County
village of Choptank, birthplace of his grandfather, Charles Arthur Perry, and of
his great-uncle, William Austin “Buddy” Perry, captain of the ferryboat
"Smokey Joe" on Chesapeake Bay., He was named for that uncle.



Memorial donations may be made to the Waterfowl Festival Inc., 40 S.
Harrison St., Easton, Md. 21601 (designated for the Perry Scholarship Fund),
or to the Shore Regional Cancer Center, 509 Idlewild Ave. , Easton, Md.
21601
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"Maintaining"##imported-begin##tJohn Garlick##imported-end##

April 15, 2011 at 08:23 AM

Sending condolences. | am trying to find the family of Esther Perry. My
grandfather, Henry G. Davis, had a couple pics of her from Choptank
MD | presume, from around late 2890's they must have been childhood
friends. He was an orphan or so we were told, and late raised baby the
Corkran and Merriken family around Federalsburg. Why he was near
Choptank we don't know. His Mom was Mary Davis, That's all we know.
Sure hope someone can help me with any info. He had also a pic of an
older house and someone told us it was Capt. Perry's use in Choptank.
Sure hope u can help!

Gloria Beebe-Preston - December 08, 2018 at 06:36 PM



BILL WAS A WONDERFUL PERSON AND HAVE KNOWN HIM
FOR MANY YEARS. ALWAYS FRIENDLY AND EVER HELPFUL.
HE WILL BE MISSED SO VERY MUCH.

WITH DEEPEST SORROW OVER YOUR LOSS,
SHARONf##imported-begin##tSHARON BELLEGUE##imported-
end##

April 15, 2011 at 07:32 AM

My deepest sympathy to the family of my classmate Bill. He was
truly a gentle spirit..even in lifel##imported-begin##Marilyn Jenkins
Townsend Barton##imported-end##

April 14, 2011 at 01:21 PM

to denise and family; i am so sorry for your loss. bill was a great
friend to dake and me,especially in the 80's when i was at
yesteryears and we had just gotten married. sadly, i lost dake on
nov 1, 2010 from comlications with cancer at u of md balt. they are
together now. love ellen and son jonathan.##imported-begin##ellen
cooper##imported-end##

April 14, 2011 at 01:03 PM

I'd like to extend my sincerest sympathies to the entire Perry family.
Bill was truly a gentleman, with a quit wit and a love for the
outdoors. He will be remembered fondly by many people. Prayers
and supportive thoughts on their way to you all.##imported-
begin##Kathy Nazare##imported-end##

April 13, 2011 at 03:07 PM



To all the Perry family:

Thinking of you and praying for your peace. Bill now has his. We
miss him at the Talbot Rod and Gun Club where he has been
"expert in residence" for so many years. In the great Perry tradition,
Bill was a great storyteller and just a wonderful, fun person. His
mark is on this community and so many of our hearts.##imported-
begin##Patti Willis##imported-end##

April 12, 2011 at 03:14 PM
Bill,
You were so loved by all of us. You will be forever "maintaining” in

our heatrts.

I love you,
Debbyettttimported-begin##Debbye Jackson##imported-end##

April 11, 2011 at 08:18 AM



