
William Colvin Griffin
October 9, 1914 - September 16, 2012

The family of William C. Griffin, also known as “Mr. Clock”, is saddened to
announce that he passed away, September 16, 2012, at Heron Point, his
Chestertown home for 21 years. 

 

He was born in Mt. Pleasant, Westmoreland County, PA, on October 9, 1914,
to William R. and Bess Colvin Griffin. He lived in Mt. Pleasant until entering
Penn State in 1932. He graduated in 1936 with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Chemical Engineering, MS in 1953. From 1936 until his retirement in 1979,
he worked for Atlas Powder Company. His division along the way became part
of ICI Americas. He was a chemist in product development, becoming
Associate Director. He held over 36 patents. 

Notable in his work was the development of a method for selecting emulsifiers
for a wide range of products, known as the HLB system. The concept is still
used today by chemists. On HLB’s 50th anniversary, Bill was honored by the
Society of Cosmetic Chemists and in 2008, Croda Ltd. named a research
laboratory building in New Castle, DE, “The William C. Griffin Innovation
Center.” 

 

In his 50’s, Bill learned to sail and in the next 30 years, he and his wife, Betty
sailed the Chesapeake. Sailing provided their entry to Chestertown, which
eventually became their home after having lived in West Chester, PA, for 35



years. 
 

Antique clocks and repairing them was his passion. After retirement, it
became his job and hobby. Bill’s other interests were woodworking, model
trains, flying model planes, bread making, music, travel, computer activities
and volunteering at Heron Point. Bill was a member of the Old Salts and a
Chester River Tester. He was active in the Presbyterian Church of
Chestertown and was an Elder. He restored an abandoned electric organ that
served the church for several years. 

 

He was the loving and devoted husband of Elizabeth Beard Griffin for almost
56 years. He was the loving father of their children, Bill and wife Maggie, and
Maris Vanasse and husband Rick, and grandchildren, George and Willy Griffin
and Sara, Carl and Sam Vanasse. 

 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, September 29, 2012, at 11:30
a.m. at Presbyterian Church of Chestertown. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Presbyterian
Church of Chestertown, 905 Gateway Drive, Chestertown, MD 21620 or the
Benevolence Fund at Heron Point, 501 East Campus Avenue Chestertown,
MD 21620. 

 .



Cemetery Details

St. Pauls Cemetery (Kent County)

7600 Sandy Bottom Road
Chestertown, MD

Previous Events

Service

SEP 29. 11:30 AM (ET)

Presbyterian Church of Chestertown
905 Gateway Drive
Chestertown, MD
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Diane Zang - September 29, 2012 at 12:30 PM

My prayers and sincere sympathy to Betty and family. Bill loved the
organ and many Sundays he would share with me where he had
been to listen to great organs. He will be missed by all. 
 
Diane Zang , Member of PCC

Lydia Conroy - September 19, 2012 at 07:33 AM

Lydia Conroy lit a candle in memory of
William Colvin Griffin



Lydia Conroy - September 19, 2012 at 07:35 AM

Mr. Griffin will be missed by everyone I know at Heron Point. He was a
fun person to know. I have a lot of wonderful memories of the past 21
years. Rest in peace, sympathy to the family, you are in my prayers.
Lydia

RA

Rosalind Ashmun - July 07, 2016 at 04:13 PM

I just learned about Bill's passing. I want to share my time with Bill. We
made contact with one another through the computer and the Lobingier
family. I descend from the Lobingier family and live in Mt. Pleasant. Bill
told me stories about the house on Church St. I would be happy to be
in touch with the family to let them know when we have our family
reunion. My e-mail address is ashmun2@yahoo.com My sympathy to
all.


