William Thomas Fountain
July 13, 1939 - November 21, 2022

Lifelong Easton resident William Thomas “Tom” Fountain passed away
peacefully on November 21, 2022.

Born in Easton on July 13, 1939, Tom attended the Country School and
graduated from Easton High in 1957. He received an A.B. in History from the
College of William and Mary in 1961. Following his college graduation, he
attended the U.S. Navy Officer Candidate School in Newport, R.I., served on
an aircraft carrier, The Boxer, and taught at the Naval Amphibious School in
Little Creek, Va. He went on to study at the University of Maryland Francis
Carey King School of Law, earning his J.D. in 1968, and was admitted to the
Maryland Bar the same year.

Tom practiced law in Easton for more than 54 years, beginning with the firm
Henry, Henry & Adkins in 1968. In 1998 he co-founded Fountain, Bryan &
Ritter, and since 2001 he was a partner at Ewing, Dietz, Fountain & Kaludis.

Throughout his career, much of which focused on estate planning and estate
and trust administration, Tom was beloved by colleagues and clients for his
sage counsel, personal touch and generous friendship. He served as a
longtime attorney for the Talbot County Board of Appeals. He was counsel for
The Retirement Community of Easton, Inc., a Maryland housing cooperative
founded in 1989 to address the need for retirement housing in Talbot County,



which later built Londonderry on the Tred Avon. Families throughout the Mid-
Shore trusted him throughout multiple generations to handle their legal
matters, and when Tom became of counsel in 2020, many clients continued to
contact Ewing Dietz and ask about him.

Tom was a dedicated member of Christ Church in Easton and served in the
vestry for many years. He was an avid gardener and historian. Proud of his
family’s Talbot County roots stretching back to the 17th century, Tom’s
knowledge of local lore had few rivals. Pick a home in downtown Easton, and
he could usually tell you who lived there a century ago and often earlier. Tom
enjoyed his summer road trips out West to Big Sky country. He was
headstrong and sharp-witted.

Tom served on the boards of multiple community organizations and
institutions, including the Memorial Hospital at Easton (Vice-President), the
Historical Society of Talbot County, the Academy of the Arts (President), the
Talbot County United Fund (President), Talbot Hospice Foundation, Historic
Easton, Inc., and Critchlow Adkins Childrens Centers. In 2002, he was
selected to chair a new Advisory Council for the Mid-Shore Community
Foundation. Tom was also a dedicated supporter and donor to numerous area
causes, including the Talbot Humane Society, The Country School, Habitat for
Humanity, Chesapeake College, the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum and
Preservation Maryland.

Tom was devoted to his family and is survived by his brother Alexander “Alex”
Fountain, his niece Becky Pfund, nephews Dixon Fountain and Brad Fountain,
his cousins Jay Fountain and Jeff Fountain, and several other Fountain family
members. He is predeceased by his parents, Alexander Dixon and Helen
Fountain. The Fountain family is grateful to Talbot Hospice for its
compassionate care and support, and to Tom’s caregivers for their dedication
and kindness.



A memorial service will be held at Christ Church, 111 S. Harrison Street,
Easton, Md. on Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2022, at 11 a.m. A private family interment
will take place at Oxford Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Talbot Humane Society,

P.O. Box 1143, Easton, MD 21601 and online at www.talbothumane.org/donat
el.



Cemetery Details

Oxford Cemetery

Oxford, MD

Previous Events

Memorial Service

NOV 29. 11:00 AM (ET)

Christ Church
111 Harrison St.
Easton, MD



Tribute Wall

William Thomas Fountain

October 26, 2023 at 06:42 PM

William Thomas Fountain

January 28, 2023 at 12:44 PM

William Thomas Fountain

January 28, 2023 at 08:03 AM

There never could have been a more devoted, caring, giving
member to his community and to his clients than “Tom” Fountain.
His obituary just highlights what a truly accomplished gentleman he
was. | do not believe that you could find another individual who
could be more admired and loved. Fair winds and smooth sailing to
the other side “Tom”, it was a real honor to know you.

Sarah Price

Sarah Price - November 29, 2022 at 09:39 AM

Joan Toms lit a candle in memory of William "

Thomas Fountain

Joan Toms - November 28, 2022 at 03:57 PM



Our community has lost one of it's great pillars. During his long
career Tom helped so many families get through some very difficult
times. He will truly be missed.

Juanita Hopkins - November 28, 2022 at 09:42 AM

What a kind, wise and wonderful man. So sad and sorry to hear of
his passing. He will truly be missed.

Jeanie Wright Tucker

Jeanie Tucker - November 27, 2022 at 10:13 AM

For almost 50 years, Tom was a mentor and ]
friend to me. He was a partner in Henry,

Hairston and Price when | went to work there |
as an associate in 1973.0ver the years he u
was initialy a colleague and later an

occasional opponent in legal matters.

In the Navy, he was an officer and a gentleman. As an attorney, he
was a gentleman and a scholar. But in all things, he was a
gentleman.

I will miss his friendship and wise counsel.

Phil Foster - November 26, 2022 at 04:12 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
William Thomas Fountain.

November 25, 2022 at 03:23 PM


https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

