Thomas J. Ridgeway 11

February 4, 1928 - August 15, 2022

Thomas (Jimmy) Ridgeway, Jr., passed away in his home in Wittman, MD. He
was 94 years old. Born on Tilghman Island, MD, he was the son of Thomas
and Gladys Ridgeway.

He is survived by two of his sons, John L., who lives in the Poconos, PA, and
Robert G. and his wife Cathy of Pittsburgh, PA; a grandson, Louie Ridgeway
of Pittsburgh, PA; his sister and brother-in-law, Florence and Les Burdett of
Claiborne, MD; and his brother Earl and his wife Sissy Ridgeway of Olcott, NY.

Growing up in Niagara Falls, NY, Jim attended LaSalle High School and
graduated in 1946. Upon graduation, he enlisted in the Unites States Marine
Corps and was stationed at Camp Lejeune. After being honorably discharged,
Jim attended Alfred University with a BS in Ceramic Engineering. During this
time, he met the love of his life, Dorothy Rhodes, and was married in 1951.
(Dorothy was affectionally referred to as “Minnie” by Jim, short for Minnie Ha
Ha, because of her Mohawk Indian heritage.) During their 69 years of
marriage, they moved 13 times and had three boys. (Thomas Ridgeway llI,
born in Trenton, NJ, passed away in March of 2022.) Jim worked for General
Refractories his whole career until retiring in 1989.

During their many moves, two places held a special place in their hearts--
Sproul, PA, where they met many of their closest friends, and Wittman, MD,



where they retired together and had a wonderful, peaceful (for the most part)
life on the water. While in Wittman, Jim was active in the US Coast Guard
Auxiliary inspecting boats, for which he recently was awarded a Governor’s
Citation and a Maryland General Assembly Citation for his many years of
service in the Coast Guard. He was also a member of the Choptank
Detachment Marine Corps League where he served as Commandant for three
years and was a member of the American Legion Post 70 in Easton, MD.

One of the many highlights of their retirement was a surprise 50th Wedding
Anniversary in 2001 where friends and relatives came from all over the
country to attend. Keeping this a secret from Dorothy was difficult, but his
family pulled it off. Two other passions of Jim's during his retirement was golf
and his many dogs, Sam, Sam 2, Taffy, Cyril, and Scooter. Jim played in the
seniors Hog Neck Golf League every Monday and actually had his best
winning year at the age of 86.

It's Jim’s wish, just like his wife’s who passed away in 2020, that, in lieu of
flowers, memorial donations be made to the Talbot County Humane Society or
Talbot Hospice.

His funeral service and burial will be held on Friday, September 9, at 1pm at
the Tilghman Methodist Church which will include a US Marine Honor Guard.
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So sad to hear the news of Jim passing. He is now with Minnie and
that fills my heart with happiness, that they are together again.

I called him my Work-Dad. When my dad passed, Jim stepped in by
being there to give advice or just talking about family. | always sent
him Father's Day cards to thank him. He will be missed ~ Bless his
heart.

Carol Bertan

Carol Bertan - September 01, 2022 at 06:53 AM
My deepest sympathy to Jim's family. | worked with Jim at General
Refractories. He was a very good man and was respected by
everyone. He taught me so much and | will never forget him.

Roy R. Faulk

Roy R. Faulk - August 28, 2022 at 04:42 PM



In all my 22 years at General Refractories he was the only person |
always addressed as “Mr.”Ridgeway. He earned that respect with his
kindness. I'll always remember his smiling face and professional
demeanor.

Judy Kernick Dunker

Judy Kernick Dunker - August 28, 2022 at 08:59 PM

Jim was the sweetest man and he will be missed by many. | always
looked forward to seeing him, and he always had a smile.

Tracey Geer - August 28, 2022 at 07:37 AM



