Shelia Lanahan
January 17, 1929 - August 13, 2011

Shelia Sheldon Lanahan, 82, died August 13th at her home in Trappe,
Maryland. Born in Hollywood, California in 1929 to Virginia Whittemore and
Edward Hersey, Shelia was a child actress, playing many parts from radio
commercials and WPA theatre productions to roles in three of director Preston
Sturges’ films, including the Academy Award-winning The Great McGinty-
which will be featured at this year’s Chesapeake Film Festival in Easton,
Maryland in September.

Much of her life was spent in Washington, D.C., where she moved at the age
of fifteen to live with her aunt and uncle, General Edward Arthur Evans [who
played poker with Harry Truman] and Nancy Evans. A graduate of Wilson
High School, she was married twice. The first to John A. Nevius in 1950,
ended in divorce. The second, in 1968, was to Samuel J. “Jack” Lanahan, the
love of her life, with whom she moved to the Eastern Shore after his
retirement, and by whom she was widowed in 1998.

Active in the folk music scene in Washington in the 60’s, Shelia was also
involved with various performing organizations, including Hexagon and the
MS Show. With her husband Jack, she traveled extensively [often on their
beloved QE II] during the 70’s and 80’s, living for a while in England, where
Jack was the London partner for the law firm of Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering.
A member of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton and the League
of Women Voters, Shelia was a lifelong Democrat who, at the time of her
death, supported dozens of organizations through her charitable donations.



Her New Year’s parties at Boston Farm on Trappe Creek, featuring soft crabs
and raw oysters, were legendary. Shelia loved her Eastern Shore home,
vowing never to leave it unless it was “toes up!”

She is survived by her children, Theodore A. Nevius and his wife, Noralee, of
Washington, D.C. and Katherine S. Nevius, of Annapolis, MD; her cousin,
Nancy Walker; best friends Bill and Clarissa Vowler of St. Michaels; Boston
Farm caretakers for over 30 years, Bobby and Linda Elliott; as well as various
granddogs.

A memorial party is planned for autumn in Boston. Contributions in her
memory may be made to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton —
P.O. Box 1162, Easton, MD 21601.



Tribute Wall

Shelia Lanahan

October 26, 2023 at 06:42 PM

Shelia Lanahan

January 28, 2023 at 12:44 PM

Shelia Lanahan

January 28, 2023 at 08:03 AM

Dear Catherine and Ted,

I'm so sorry about your mother's passing. She was a lovely, lovely
person and | for one (of many) will miss her greatly.##imported-
begin##Molly Burgoyne##imported-end##

September 11, 2011 at 02:56 PM

| just recently heard of Mrs. Lanahans Death. | work at the
Washington St. Pub as a Server and waited on Mrs. Lanahan and a
friend of hers nearly every Sunday for many years, she was a very
sweet lady. Every Christmas she would give a few servers( the ones
she knew well) a card w/ a little gift inside, it really made me feel
good that she thought of us enough to do that. I'll miss our little
talks! May you Rest In Peace! We drank a Martini in your honor......

begin##Alisa L. Rhodes##imported-end##

September 05, 2011 at 01:58 PM



A beautiful star has left the Eastern Shore to shine over Boston
Farm and the rest of us. We will miss you so very much. God
Blesst##timported-begin##Ellen ##imported-end##

August 25, 2011 at 08:40 AM



