Robert Franklin Ringler

January 14, 1946 - February 15, 2022

Robert “Bob” Franklin Ringler passed away on February 15, 2022. He was 76
years old.

Bob was an only child, born in Michigan on January 14, 1946, to the late
Jackson Franklin Ringler and the late Julia Clara Ringler.

Growing up, Bob was lovingly called Bobby by family and friends. He was
active in Cub Scouts, Little League Baseball, and anything outdoors. His
father introduced him to birding at an early age, shadowing his impeccable
note-taking skills, detailing all the birds they had seen and photographed. Bob
enjoyed watching Sunday football games with family and friends. He was a
quiet man of few words, but when he spoke it was always something
intelligent and witty. Bob had a love for dogs, Cindy and Skippy were often
seen walking by his side. Bob was a world traveler, organizing and leading
tours to numerous destinations across the US and overseas. One of his
favorite locations was Costa Rica. On any given day you could find Bob
walking outside with his binoculars or listening to jazz music while
documenting bird data.

After graduating from Severna Park High School, Bob went on to receive his
Bachelor’s degree from Drexel University. His first job was working for DuPont
in Seaford, Delaware. Then he went to work with Swanson Foods in Salisbury,



Maryland. A very intelligent man, he retired as an analytical chemist from The
Maryland Department of Health and Hygiene. He worked with the
Chesapeake Bay and monitored water quality. He appreciated the marvelous
gifts of the Chesapeake Bay and Maryland’s extraordinary wild bird species.
Bob enjoyed the “three B’s” Birding, Butterflying, and Botanizing. His passion
and love for birding became more than a hobby. He had such a strong
appreciation and respect for nature. He joined the Maryland Ornithological
Society (MOS) in 1975 and served as President from 1988-1989. He was a
member and President of the Baltimore Bird Club and the Carroll County Bird
Club. He was an Associate Editor of Maryland Birdlife. Bob is considered to
be one of the founders of the Breeding Bird Atlas Project. He was a compiler
and editor of the “The Season” report in Maryland Birdlife. Bob served on
numerous project committees and was a lead author in the Third Edition of the
Field List of the Birds of Maryland.

“Before we had eBird, we had Bob Ringler. Bob is best remembered for his
encyclopedic knowledge of bird distribution and populations in Maryland and
DC. He was equally known as a meticulous record-keeper, and took the
trouble to enter every one of his sightings into eBird. Bob was well-liked
because of his kindness and patience. He loved sharing his knowledge of
birding to all who were willing to ask and listen.”

He is survived by his cousins, Faith Ringler-Stevinson (Walter) of Maryland,
Jay Anthony of Florida, Patrick Buckley (Betty) of Minnesota, David Buckley
(Nancy) of lowa, Paul Buckley (Connie) of lowa, and Sharon Edmunds of
Florida. Also surviving are his great nieces, Adrienne Dilaimy (Fabian) of
Maryland, Melanie Brown (John) of Maryland, and Roxy Anthony of Maryland.

A celebration of life will be held at a future date. In lieu of flowers,
contributions can be made to Maryland Ornithological Society. https://mdbirds.



org/donate/.



Tribute Wall

Video in memory of Robert Franklin Ringler

i%‘ Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home created a Tribute

Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home - February 28, 2022 at 10:13 AM

What a wonderful video. He sure did he live a long wonderful life.
I love and will miss you cousin Bob.

Melanie Brown - March 01, 2022 at 08:54 AM

Very nice photomontage, scenery, bird sounds and videos, and music!
Friend and sometime mentee, as all participants were, when Bob lead
a birds, butterflies, and botany field trip. Been missing him since he
moved away from Carroll County. Maureen Harvey,

Sykesville, MD.

Maureen Harvey - March 02, 2022 at 10:37 AM

Thank you for a wonderful video. | learned a lot about birds and botany
from Bob while he was in Carroll County. | can still hear his voice in my
head on certain identifications and his explanations. He had a quiet
humor and buckets of patience. Kathy Harden, Sykesville MD

Kathy Harden - March 02, 2022 at 03:06 PM
| miss seeing him walking through the Village with his binoculars
around his neck, his smile and his readiness to chat about what he was

viewing. Julia Detch, Centreville, MD

Julia Detch - March 03, 2022 at 08:41 AM



What a wonderful video of Bob. He was a great guy and a rock star
birder. | learned so much from him! He will be greatly missed and
Maryland birding will not be the same without him.

Tammy & Marc Schwaab Westminster, MD

Tammy Schwaab - March 06, 2022 at 07:46 PM

What a wonderful video of Bob. He was a great guy and a rock star
birder. | learned so much from him! He will be greatly missed and
Maryland birding will not be the same without him.

Tammy & Marc Schwaab Westminster, MD

Tammy Schwaab - March 06, 2022 at 07:46 PM

Bob was awesome encyclopedia of birding, butterflies, botany and who
knows what else. Tweet ... chestnut side warbler. Chirp ... swamp

sparrow. He knew them all. Will certainly miss him.

Dave Hudgins - March 07, 2022 at 08:49 PM
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October 26, 2023 at 06:42 PM
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January 28, 2023 at 12:44 PM

Robert Franklin Ringler

January 28, 2023 at 08:03 AM



