
Michael Joseph Dougherty
October 14, 1950 - April 25, 2022

Michael J. Dougherty, a longtime resident of the Centreville, MD, area, died on
April 25, 2022, at his home. 

Born October 14, 1950, in West Chester, PA, he was the son of the late
George J. and Mary L. Dougherty. After graduating from Bishop Shanahan
High School, he attended Drexel Institute of Technology to study engineering,
but the lure of the world of horses was too strong, and he left the university to
pursue a career in the horse business. 

For more than 40 years, Mr. Dougherty was a well-known equine dentist in the
Mid-Atlantic area, with clients from New York to Virginia. Many of the horses in
the region were his patients, including the winners of the Preakness, The
Breeders Cup Classic, The Breeders Cup Mile, and many other graded
stakes. He also treated several Olympic Gold Medal winning horses. All types
of horses and ponies were in his practice from Minis to draft horses. He was a
member of the Maryland Horse Breeders Association. 

Mr. Dougherty’s other passion in life was breeding and exhibiting pure breed
dogs. His Australian Shepherds and German Shepherd dogs won many AKC
awards in conformation and obedience. His German Shepherd Ruthie
qualified in the top 10 in the National Owner Handled Series two years in a
row, earning her an invitation to Orlando for the National Championship. He



was a founding member and past president of the MidAtlantic Australian
Shepherd Club, a member of the German Shepherd Dog Club of America,
and a Director of the Talbot Kennel Club, where he taught a class in show
handling. He was past president of the Humane Society of Queen Anne’s
County and served on the County Animal Control Commission. 

He is survived by his brother, Thomas, and his wife, Janet, of Middlebury
Center, PA, and several cousins. 

Both of his marriages ended in divorce. 

A visitation will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2022, from 6-8 p.m. at the
Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home, P.A. in Centreville, MD. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Queen Anne’s County
Animal Services, 201 Clay Drive, Queenstown, MD 21658.
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Centreville Location
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Vicki and Lloyd Moroughan - May 14, 2022 at 11:01 AM

Vicki and Lloyd Moroughan purchased the Beauti
ful in Blue for the family of Michael Joseph
Dougherty.

Joe and Linda Mullikin - May 11, 2022 at 09:45 AM

Linda and I were friends with Mike about thirty
years. Mike was a professional at what he did
and well versed in many subjects. Always
interesting to talk with. We will surely miss
him.
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