Mary Susanna Willis

February 2, 1948 - June 16, 2026

Mary Susanna Willis, 78, of Rock Hall, Maryland passed away peacefully on
June 16, 2026 at Corsica Hills Nursing Facility in Centreville, Maryland.

Born in Crisfield, Maryland on February 2, 1948, the daughter of the late
Reverend Robert Ellsworth and Cora McWhorter Green. She was a 1966
graduate of Chestertown High School and a 1972 graduate of Washington
College, where she earned a Bachelor of Art degree in Sociology.

On December 27, 1974, she married William Arthur Willis. Mary Sue and her
husband owned and operated The Sailing Emporium in Rock Hall from 1977
until 2017. She also found great fulfillment in owning and operating Durding’s
Store on Main Street in Rock Hall, where she loved giving free ice cream to
honor roll students and those undergoing cancer treatments. She was a
member of First United Methodist Church in Chestertown, the church her
father pastored, and Rock Hall United Methodist Church.

Mary Sue was active in the community as a member of the Rock Hall Museum
and Rock Hall Waterman’s Museum, and especially cherished the time she
spent volunteering for youth activities in Kent County including Horizon’s,
Character Counts, and programs at Rock Hall Elementary and Middle
Schools, where she was known as “Grammy Girl” by all. She was known for
her boundless generosity, supporting numerous charitable organizations, and
for the caring, motherly guidance she offered to many in the community.

She enjoyed gardening, tending to her cats, reading, traveling, entertaining,
and most of all spending time with her children and grandchildren.



She is preceded in death by her parents, Reverend Robert Ellsworth Green
and Cora McWhorter Green, and her sister, Carolee Weidner.

She is survived by her husband, William A. Willis; her sons, Thomas H. Willis
(Jennifer,deceased) and Robert E. Willis, Sr. (Jennifer); her brother, Bob
Green (Lynn); her brother-in-law, Jerome Weidner; her nieces and nephews,
Valerie Callahan (Scott), Cheryl Weidner, Michael Weidner, and Robert Green
(Kim); her grandchildren, Alexis A. Willis, Lily S. Willis, Kaitlynn M. Willis,
Macy C. Willis, Kacey E. Willis and Robert E. Willis, Jr.; her great
grandchildren Hudson Phillips and Laynee Phillips; and her great nieces and
nephews, Ryan Callahan and Rachel Callahan.

Services will be held on Wednesday, June 24th at 1:00 PM at First United
Methodist Church where relatives and friends may call from 11:00 am to 1:00
pm. Interment will be in Chester Cemetery Chestertown. In lieu of flowers
contributions may be made to Christ First United Methodist Church 401 High
St. Chestertown, MD 21620. Arrangements by Fellows, Helfenbein, and
Newnam Funeral Home Chestertown. www.fhnfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Chester Cemetery

Chestertown, MD

Previous Events
Viewing

JUN 24. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

First United Methodist Church - Chestertown
105 N Mill St

Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 778-2977

Service

JUN 24. 1:00 PM (ET)

First United Methodist Church
Chestertown, MD



Tribute Wall

Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home created a Tribute
. Video in memory of Mary Susanna Willis

In Loving Memory
Mary Susanna Willis

1948-2026

Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home - June 23 at 09:53 AM

such a dear sweet Angel on earth will be greatly missed here with n
earth but so welcomed in to Heaven by Her Heavenly Father

Karen Hickman - June 26 at 10:10 AM

Grammy-girl was such a steady, loving presence in our community.
Nothing was too much when it came to the children of Rock Hall.
She made sure they all felt loved and supported. She was truly the
hands and feet of Jesus. We are all so grateful to have known her.
Sending love and prayers for comfort and peace.

The Boege Family - June 23 at 08:53 PM

The Boege Family

The Boege Family - June 23 at 08:54 PM



Dr. And Mrs. John Sewell. "Boomerang” planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Susanna Willis.

Dr. And Mrs. John Sewell. "Boomerang" - June 23 at 10:49 AM

Dr. And Mrs. John Sewell. "Boomerang”

purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red Ro
ses for the family of Mary Susanna Willis.

Dr. And Mrs. John Sewell. "Boomerang" - June 23 at 10:49
AM

Laura Brilz lit a candle in memory of Mary ]
Susanna Willis

Laura Brilz - June 22 at 09:55 AM

The Legg's lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

; |

The Legg's - June 22 at 02:37 AM


https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

God Bless Mary Sue. So many years of "
excellent service! Rest in peace, you surely

earned it. Tom and Bobby hold all those good '
memories in your hearts forever. u
Mark Mumford - June 21 at 01:21 AM

My condolences to all of the family.

holly johnson - June 20 at 07:16 AM

My deepest sympathy to Art and all the family. |
She was a very special person and will be so

missed. My prayers. |,

Harriette Hall - June 19 at 02:34 AM

LINDA JOANNE FOQTE lit a candle in !

memory of Mary Susanna Willis

LINDA JOANNE FOOTE - June 18 at 09:51 PM



Doris Bramble lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

Doris Bramble - June 18 at 05:30 PM

Sending deep sympathy to all her family.

Lynn McLain and Louie Nicholson - June 18 at 02:46 PM

Barbara Calder lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

Barbara Calder - June 18 at 01:44 PM

George Kennedy Sr. lit a candle in memory of
Mary Susanna Willis

George Kennedy Sr. - June 18 at 11:01 AM




Debbie Dalrymple lit a candle in memory of 1
Mary Susanna Willis

Debbie Dalrymple - June 18 at 10:46 AM

Carroll Thompson lit a candle in memory of
Mary Susanna Willis

Carroll Thompson - June 18 at 10:21 AM

Leah Plato lit a candle in memory of Mary I1
Susanna Willis

Leah Plato - June 18 at 08:32 AM

Charles & Donna Hubbard Edwards sent a
virtual gift in memory of Mary Susanna Willis

Charles & Donna Hubbard Edwards - June 18 at 08:30 AM



Mary Sue was a wonderful sweet & kind lady. She did a lot for the town
of Rock Hall & will deeply be missed. You are in a wonderful place now,
until we meet again. Love you!!

Charles & Donna Hubbard Edwards - June 18 at 08:34 AM

So sad. Prayers yo all of you. Eddie and Rita t
Kulley

Rita Kulley - June 18 at 08:30 AM

Sandy Green lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

;-

Sandy Green - June 18 at 07:53 AM

Jeanne & Rick Geibel lit a candle in memory 1
of Mary Susanna Willis

Jeanne & Rick Geibel - June 17 at 11:43 PM



We are so sorry for your loss. Keeping all of
you in our thoughts and prayers. Rick and
Dawn nordhoff

Dawn Nordhoff - June 17 at 11:37 PM

Cheryl Reihl lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

Cheryl Reihl - June 17 at 11:13 PM

To the entire Willis family, | extend my sincere
condolences. Tom, Bobby, I'm so sorry.

Cliff Wilson - June 17 at 10:36 PM




Oh my...I am still in a kind of shock.! actually

LOVED MarySue !!!! she was the most helpful 4
and generous angels on earth...if anyone was
on a committie or a group that needed help
MarySue was there.anyone that entered the old
durding building that MarySue opened as a
drug store that served ice cream n fountain soda among other
things.if a customer came in and MarySue knew that customer had
cancer she would offer milkshakes or fountain cokes.if customer
had special needs,such as being in a wheelchair or mental health
challenges!MarySue would do anything she could to serve love n
kindness..

Tom and Bobby,| am truly sorry for your loss.God needed his angel
back.you are all in my thoughts and prayers..love,BettyAnn

bettyann glenn - June 17 at 06:36 PM

Denny Dalrymple lit a candle in memory of
Mary Susanna Willis

J
Denny Dalrymple - June 17 at 05:58 PM

Carrie Kirby lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

N

Carrie Kirby - June 17 at 05:54 PM



James ,Carrie Kirby lit a candle in memory of
Mary Susanna Willis

‘-

James ,Carrie Kirby - June 17 at 05:53 PM

Jane Dill lit a candle in memory of Mary s
Susanna Willis

W

Jane Dill - June 17 at 05:31 PM

Deepest condolences to her family and friends. She was a truly
lovely person.

Lisa Sasser - June 17 at 05:13 PM



Wonderful mother, grandmother wife, and sister. Always a smile and
very

generous to family, friends, and those in need. | have many fond
memories of growing up with Mary Sue as a "preacher's kid" and
see her blossom into

a beautiful, caring human being.

Mary Sue was a Christian and has gone to a better place; no more
pain or

sorrow. She may be gone from this earthly world but will never be
forgotten by family and those many friends who admired and loved
her.

Love you.

Brother Bob

Bob Green - June 17 at 04:52 PM
| am so sorry to hear of Mary Sue’s passing. We were fellow marina
people and more recently served on a board together.
May the fond memories bring peace to the family.

Liz Smith - June 17 at 04:36 PM
Tom, Bobby & Extended Family. I'm saddened to hear of Mary Sue's
Passing. Many memories of the past. Mary Sue was a True
Business Leader for Rock Hall and Beyond for decades. Sue will be

sorely missed.

Arthur Godfrey - June 17 at 04:35 PM



The Legg's lit a candle in memory of Mary .
Susanna Willis

W

The Legg's - June 17 at 04:30 PM

Kaye Barnes lit a candle in memory of Mary
Susanna Willis

Kaye Barnes - June 17 at 04:20 PM

My deepest condolences to her family, my .

thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

Marie Usilton - June 17 at 02:17 PM

So sorry to hear of Mary Sue's passing. She was always smiling.
My thoughts and prayers are with all the family.

Peggy Clothier - June 17 at 02:08 PM



Chris & Vivian Nordhoff lit a candle in memory t
of Mary Susanna Willis

Chris & Vivian Nordhoff - June 17 at 01:49 PM

So sorry to hear about Miss Mary Sue. She
was always a kind lady. sending our love and
prayers, Mary Lou Christian, Autumn and
Brandon lacona

W

Mary Lou Christian - June 17 at 01:43 PM



