
Lilja Anne Gabardini
November 7, 1937 - April 17, 2022

Lilja Anne was born in Brooklyn, NY, on November 7, 1937, the daughter of
her late parents Lyyli and Henry Aalto, both immigrants from Finland. Her
father was a pressman at the Finnish newspaper and Lyyli worked at the
Finish Koffee Kabin with her sisters. Lilja and her sister Betty-Lou were first
generation children born in America. 

At the age of five, her father was employed by the Government Printing Office
in Washington, DC. The family moved to the DC area where she spent her
childhood and completed her education. She was a graduate of Suitland High
School Class of 1955 with a one- year academic scholarship to George
Washington University. She then continued her education at the University of
Maryland. In her late teens she was encouraged to enter the Miss America
competitions finishing as a finalist in both the Miss Maryland and Miss
Washington DC contests. She also studied the art of dance throughout her
childhood and at the age of 16 she became a licensed dance instructor
through her schooling years until her marriage at the age of 21. 

 

She loved her life as a wife, homemaker and mother of her two sons, Brad
and Peter, and daughter Roni. The family lived in Oxon Hill, the suburbs of
Washington, DC. When the children became teenagers, they moved to
Annapolis. 



After the children were grown, at the age of 45, she returned to the business
world in commercial real estate and earned the designation of "Certified
Commercial Investment Member," CCIM. She was only the second women
designee in the State of Maryland. Her real estate knowledge enabled her to
become manager of the two top commercial real estate companies in
Annapolis. She was a partner in the purchase, development, and ownership of
The Annapolis Commerce Park, a 25 acre business park in Annapolis. In
1987, she was given "A Tribute to Women in Industry" award for her
outstanding work in her field. 

 

After her divorce in 1990, she established her own company as broker of
Gabardini Enterprises. She moved to Easton, MD, where she designed and
built her third personal home. She continued her profession by buying,
renovating, renting, and selling properties in Annapolis, the Eastern Shore and
Florida. At this time of her life, she traveled extensively to Europe, the
Mediterranean, Russia, and Finland. She found the love of golf and joined the
Senior Golfers of America. She spent 20 years traveling with the organization
playing tournaments at PGA resorts throughout the country. She enjoyed
touring the Caribbean and Central America. Included in her travels were six
NFL Super Bowl games. She found time to do many hours of volunteer work
for the Talbot County Humane Society, the Academy of Arts, and Friends of
Hospice. Her hobbies included sewing, cooking, gardening, photography,
tennis, golf and travel. She was well accomplished in each. 

 

After her retirement at the age of 77, she spent most of her time enjoying the
success and activities of her children and grandchildren. 

 

A funeral service will be held at noon, Tuesday, April 26, 2022 ,in the Wye
Bible Church, 115 Narnia Drive Grasonville, MD 21638. The family will receive
relatives and friends from 11AM to Noon. Burial will follow the service in
Lakemont Memorial Gardens in Davidsonville, MD, at 2PM.





Cemetery Details

Lakemont Memorial Gardens

900 W. Central Ave.
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 26. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Wye Bible Church
115 Narnia Road, P.O. Box 430
Grasonville, MD

Funeral Service

APR 26. 12:00 PM (ET)

Wye Bible Church
115 Narnia Road, P.O. Box 430
Grasonville, MD

Graveside Service

APR 26. 2:00 PM (ET)

Lakemont Memorial Gardens
900 W. Central Ave.
Davidsonville, MD 21035
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Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home - April 25, 2022 at 03:51 PM

Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam Funeral Home created a Tribute
Video in memory of Lilja Anne Gabardini

October 26, 2023 at 06:42 PM

Lilja Anne Gabardini

January 28, 2023 at 12:44 PM

Lilja Anne Gabardini

January 28, 2023 at 08:03 AM

Lilja Anne Gabardini

Teri Franciose - May 31, 2022 at 01:29 PM

Teri Franciose lit a candle in memory of Lilja
Anne Gabardini



MS

NP

NP

BG

Matt, Claire, & Shane - April 25, 2022 at 05:48 PM

Matt, Claire, & Shane purchased the Florist Choic
e Bouquet for the family of Lilja Anne Gabardini.

Nancy Palacios - April 25, 2022 at 03:43 PM

Nancy Palacios purchased the Lavender Reflecti
ons Spray for the family of Lilja Anne Gabardini.

Nancy Palacios - April 25, 2022 at 03:40 PM

Nancy Palacios purchased the Enchanted Cottag
e for the family of Lilja Anne Gabardini.

Brad and Leigh Gabardini - April 20, 2022 at 06:12 PM

Brad And Leigh Gabardini lit a candle in
memory of Lilja Anne Gabardini

https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Scott Roe - April 20, 2022 at 08:48 AM

Scott Roe lit a candle in memory of Lilja Anne
Gabardini

Lynda Radford - April 20, 2022 at 06:17 AM

Lynda Radford lit a candle in memory of Lilja
Anne Gabardini


