
James Owen Gwaltney
January 9, 1964 - June 14, 2026

James Owen Gwaltney, 62, of Easton, Maryland, passed away suddenly on
June 14, 2026. A devoted son, brother, father, and friend, Jim filled the lives of
those around him with love, laughter, and unforgettable memories. 

 

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, on January 9, 1964, Jim was the son of Robert
Earl Gwaltney, Sr. and Ilene Deloris Garber. Following the untimely loss of his
mother, his father married Loretta Allen, blending two families into one with
eight children. 

 

Jim dedicated much of his professional life to serving others as an Emergency
Medical Technician. In 1993, he became one of the founding members of
Maryland Express Care, an innovative critical care transport program based at
the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). For more than a decade,
he provided compassionate care to countless patients while building lifelong
friendships with his colleagues. He later transitioned to the UMMC
Communication Center, where he played a vital role in connecting community
healthcare providers with specialists and resources throughout the medical
center. His dedication, knowledge, and commitment helped improve patient
care across the region. 

 

Those who knew Jim will always remember his gravelly laugh, unique sense
of humor, and deep love for family, friends, pets, and music. He also



possessed an uncanny ability to talk with anyone about anything. His quick wit
and outspoken nature ensured there was never a dull moment when he was
in the room. Yet beneath his trademark gruff exterior lay a man who would
quite literally give you the shirt off his back. 

 

Above all else, Jim was a devoted and loving father. His greatest pride and joy
was his daughter, Missy, and the bond they shared was one of the most
important relationships in his life. 

 

Jim was preceded in death by his mother, Ilene Deloris Garber, and his sister,
Robin Bock. He is survived by his father, Robert Earl Gwaltney, Sr.; his
stepmother, Loretta Gwaltney; his former wife of fourteen years, Debbie
Gwaltney; his daughter, Melissa (“Missy”) Gwaltney; his sisters, Rebecca
Rossback (Tom), Sharlene Gwaltney, Jean Marie Andrulonis (Steve), and
Angela Ryan; his brothers, Robert Earl Gwaltney, Jr., and Mark Allen
(Michele); and many beloved nieces, nephews, extended family members,
and friends. 

 

Visitation will be from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 27, 2026, at
Kent Island Methodist Church, 2739 Cox Neck Road, Chester, Maryland. A
funeral service at the church will begin at 11:00 a.m. Burial will follow the
service at Woodlawn Memorial Park, 11365 Ocean Gateway, Easton,
Maryland. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that donations be made in Jim’s
memory to the American Cancer Society, https://donate.cancer.org/?campaign
=survivorhero&lang=en



Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Memorial Park

11365 Ocean Gateway
Easton, MD 21601

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 27. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Kent Island Methodist Church
2739 Cox Neck Road
Chester, MD 21619

Church Service

JUN 27. 11:00 AM (ET)

Kent Island Methodist Church
2739 Cox Neck Road
Chester, MD 21619
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Maura Fay - June 25 at 08:34 PM

Maura Fay purchased the Arrive in Style for the
family of James Owen Gwaltney.

Melissa Fannin - June 24 at 09:06 AM

Melissa Fannin planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James Owen
Gwaltney.

Melissa Fannin - June 24 at 09:06 AM

Melissa Fannin purchased the Vivid Recollections
for the family of James Owen Gwaltney.

Brandy, Dave & Delaney-FriendsMasseyGang - June 20 at 07:50 AM

Sending our love and prayers to Deb and
Missy. Hold onto your memories they will help
heal your heart when it hurts. Missy always
remember what George Strait’s song says
“Daddy’s Don’t Just Love their Children every
now and then, it’s a Love Without End-Amen”

https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1425&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fhnfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1425&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


CH I’ve been thinking a lot about where to even begin when talking
about Jim… because he wasn’t just a friend, he was the kind of
person who shows up in the moments that matter most, and those
moments stay with you for life. 

 I remember being new, trying to find my footing, and Jim standing
there teaching me something as simple, but as important, as how to
properly unload a stretcher from the ambulance. He didn’t rush it.
He didn’t make you feel small for not knowing. He just showed you,
step by step, with that calm confidence he had. And before you
even realized it, you weren’t just learning, you were becoming better
because of him. 

 That was Jim. He made people better without making it about
himself. 

 But it wasn’t all serious moments. Anyone who knew Jim knows…
there were plenty of practical jokes. The kind that catch you off
guard in the middle of a long shift when you need a laugh the most.
He brought that balance, he could carry the weight of the job and
still remind you not to lose your sense of humor along the way. 

 And then there are the moments that go beyond the job entirely.
Like the time I was stranded, my motorcycle broken down in the
rain. No hesitation. No second thought. Jim showed up. That’s just
who he was. When you needed him, he was there. 

 It’s easy to say we worked together… but the truth is, friendships
forged in emergency medicine are something different. They’re built
in long nights, in chaos, in trust, in seeing each other at our absolute
best and worst. And because of that, the bond runs deeper than
most people will ever understand. 

 Jim wasn’t just part of that bond, he helped define it. 
 He taught, he laughed, he showed up, and he made an impact that

carries on in every person he worked with. In every call handled
better, in every lesson passed on, in every story we’ll continue to
tell. 

 We don’t just remember Jim, we carry him with us. 
 And for someone who gave so much of himself to others… that’s a

legacy that will never fade. 
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CJ Hargis - June 18 at 01:12 PM

Sending love and hugs to Deb and Missy. 
 
-CJ Hargis

"Pookie" - June 18 at 01:08 AM

Well hello baby, Tell me, How have you been? 
 We all have missed you, And the way you grin 
 The day is necessary, Every now and then 

 For souls to move on, Given life back again 
  

Fly on, Fly on, Fly on my friend 
 Go on, Go on and live again, Love again 

 Cause day after day, Night after night 
 second guessing every minute 

  
As the years go passin' by, by, by, by 

 A long look in the mirror, We come face to face 
 Wishin' our love we took for granted 

 A love we had yesterday, Cause Life Without You 
  

All the love, you've passed our way 
 Angels have waited, for so long 

 Now they have their way 
 Take your place.... 

  
-Stevie Ray Vaughan
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Amy s Taylor - June 16 at 03:40 PM

Sending love - the Massey gang- Amy, Taylor,
McKenzie and Kenny

Eastern Shore Dental Care - June 16 at 11:55 AM

Eastern Shore Dental Care lit a candle in
memory of James Owen Gwaltney


