
Harry Martin Will
August 9, 1931 - June 26, 2018

Founder of general and prime mechanical construction firm was a dynamic,
ever-present figure throughout the Baltimore building and construction trade
organizations. 

Harry M. Will, P.E., an iconic and ever-present denizen in the Baltimore
construction industry, died of multiple myeloma on June 26 at Talbot Hospice
in Easton, MD. The former Lutherville resident was 86 and had retired to
Easton after a lifelong career in Baltimore. 

 

Harry Martin Will was born in Baltimore and raised on Denison Street. He was
the son of Harry M. Will Sr., one of the first registered Baltimore City
architects, and Anna Elizabeth Becker Will, a homemaker. 
He was a 1949 graduate of Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, Advanced College
Preparatory Course, and took surveying and civil engineering courses through
the International Correspondence Schools while working as a surveyor for the
old State Roads Commission. 

 

Mr. Will enlisted in the Army in 1951, and was a graduate of the Army
Engineer Officers Candidate School, where he attained the rank of first
lieutenant and served two years on active duty. He remained a reservist until
1956. 

 



He attended the Whiting School of Engineering at the Johns Hopkins
University at night, and graduated with honors in 1961 with a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering. He later returned to Hopkins and obtained
a master’s degree in liberal arts, again with honors, in 1971. Additionally, he
held master plumber, master gas fitter, HVAC and general construction
licenses. 

 

After leaving active duty in 1953, he went to work for Ingleside Contractors of
Maryland Inc., where he rose to executive vice president. He brought to the
firm his knowledge of general and mechanical construction including
plumbing, steam fitting, refrigeration, sheet metal, heavy steel fabrication,
utilities, fire protection and pipe fabrication. 

He founded his own company, Harry M. Will, Inc., in 1978. During its 25 years
of operation, the firm completed projects in the Baltimore metropolitan area for
numerous private, city, state, and federal clients, including 28 hospital
facilities, 35 educational and religious facilities, 29 industrial and commercial
facilities, and 43 governmental facilities. Notably, the firm performed both
general and mechanical trades with its skilled employees. 

Mr. Will contributed much time and effort to building and trade associations
where he served on numerous Boards in multiple committee positions
including president in most cases. These include the Building Congress and
Exchange of Metropolitan Baltimore, American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), Associated Builders
and Contractors (ABC), Engineering Society of Baltimore (ESB), Society of
American Military Engineers (SAME), and Baltimore Polytechnic Institute and
Johns Hopkins University Alumni Associations. 

His colleagues remember him for his boundless energy, leadership, can-do
attitude, optimism, red hair, and wonderful sense of humor – he always had a



joke on tap. 

Mr. Will’s dedication and contributions to the construction community were
recognized with countless awards for excellence, craftsmanship, and
distinguished service from organizations including the Small Business
Administration, ABC, Baltimore Building Congress & Exchange, ASHRAE and
ESB. 

 

He retired in 2003, but continued working as a consultant for several years. 
 

From 1965 until 1983, he lived in a home he and his father had designed and
built in Ellicott City, then he moved to Lutherville and since 1998 has been an
Easton resident. 

 

A former Boy Scout, he was scoutmaster of Clarksville Boy Scout Troop 737
for seven years. He enjoyed collecting domestic stamps throughout his life
and was a prolific correspondent, hand-writing hundreds of thoughtful notes
and letters. Even greeting cards would be filled with his personal sentiments
written in his very precise letter-script using pen and ink. 

Mr. Will also collected coins and was a voracious reader of Civil War and
World War II histories, curating an impressive library on these subjects and
more. Additionally, he was an amateur photographer, art buff, and coin
collector. 

He was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

He will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery with military honors at a
date to be determined. Plans for services are incomplete. 

 



He is survived by his wife of 35 years, the former Janet Briggs; two sons, Carl
Will of Woodbine, Gary Will of Gold Canyon, AZ.; two daughters, Brenda Will
Kidera of Woodbine and Laura Will of Baltimore; two stepsons, Eric “Denny”
Stancliff of Westminster and Michael Stancliff of Las Vegas; six grandchildren;
and eight grandchildren. Another stepson, Frank Stancliff, died in 2008. An
earlier marriage to the former Helen Waggoner ended in divorce. 

 

Memorial contributions may be made in Mr. Will’s honor to Talbot Hospice,
586 Cynwood Drive, Easton, MD 21601.



Cemetery Details

Arlington National Cemetery

Arlington, VA
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Cheryl Weidley - July 02, 2018 at 12:07 PM

JR and I last saw Harry a few years years ago, by chance, in a
restaurant near Towson He was surrounded by stacks of business
papers but, took time to chat with us.(Always a very social, friendly
guy.) We were all saddened yesterday at church to hear of his
passing. We have missed him and Janet at Grace for a long time.
He was a lovely gentleman, full of humor and good will. 
God give his family much love and comfort as they go through
processing this loss. 
Cheryl Parks-Weidley
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nancy - July 02, 2018 at 04:53 AM

I met Mr. Harry and Ms. Janet while at hospice this past winter with
my father, Rudy. We all formed a quick bond at the dining table on a
Saturday afternoon. We continued to share this comforting bond
until my father’s passing. This couple quickly grabbed my heart, as I
could see the love between them. They are two beautiful souls and I
am a better person having spent time with them both. Thank you
Mr. Harry for the lessons taught of bravery and courage. You and
Ms Janet will never be forgotten in my heart. 
 
Nancy

Elizabeth Gettier - June 30, 2018 at 12:20 PM

I am so sorry to see your Uncle Harry has passed I remember him
when visiting your house several times as a child. He was always a
loving and caring man and he wll be missed I am sure. I will pray for
all of you at this time of your loss. 

  
Elizabeth Gettier aka Betty Ruth, Niece of Uncle Charles
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Michael Ruth - June 30, 2018 at 09:20 AM

I miss Uncle Harry so much. I remember smiling every time I saw
him knowing that he had a new joke to tell me! He remembered that
I liked shucking raw oysters and had sent me an engraved (initials &
date) on a new oyster knife. His spirit and memories will live in me
forever. It is so vivid in my mind that it seems like yesterday... when
I would go to work with my father and when I saw Uncle Harry, he
would always stop what he was doing, regardless of how busy he
was, and make me laugh. He was the coolest uncle ever. RIP, Uncle
Harry you are dearly missed! Sincerely, Mike R. (PS I really
appreciate the shared photos below! Thanks!) Please stay in touch
443 722 7622 The Ruth family is praying for you Uncle Harry and
Will family.

Brenda Will Kidera - June 29, 2018 at 09:27 AM

13 files added to the album Harry Baby
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Pat Peddicord - July 13, 2018 at 09:55 AM

Brenda.. It has been too long since we met but I wanted you to know
that your Father was never forgotten.. In our younger days, we had so
much fun and did the craziest things due mostly to your Dad..Of course
you know my husband passed 17 years ago but to this day I still think
of the "Good Times"..and with Bev and Bill our week-ends were always
fun filled..Harry was a kind and gentle man and I miss you all..He will
be solely missed..Pat Peddicord

Brenda Will Kidera - June 29, 2018 at 06:21 AM

43 files added to the album Harry Baby


