Frederick "Fred" Godfrey Kern
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December 28, 1941 - May 18, 2025

Frederick Godfrey Kern, lll, was born in Woodbury, NJ, on December 28,
1941, to the late Elizabeth and Frederick G. Kern, Jr. Soon thereafter, Fred’s
father accepted a position as a chemical engineer in Baltimore, MD, which
was where young Fred (aka “Pug”) spent much of his childhood. After his
parents divorced, Fred moved to Oak Harbor, Washington, with his mother
and stepfather, Herbert Miles. There he explored the Cascade Mountains and
tidal pools of Puget Sound, which evoked a keen interest in science and the
outdoors. In 1959, Fred entered the University of Maryland at College Park
and also worked as a biological aide with the Department of Interior’s Bureau
of Commercial Fisheries (BCF) facilities in Annapolis and Oxford, MD, which
researched the health of shellfish species in Chesapeake Bay.

Fred’s part time collegiate career was interrupted in 1964, when he was
drafted into the U.S. Army and was stationed for 18-months in Munich,
Germany. After serving his country, Fred returned to the University of
Maryland and completed his B.S. in Biological Sciences in 1970. Following
graduation, Fred became a food inspector with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Six months later, however, Fred accepted a position as a
Biological Technician at the Oxford Laboratory, which was a component of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA), National Marine
Fisheries Service. During his tenure at Oxford, Fred was enrolled in NOAA’s
Senior Scientist Academic Program and attended John’s Hopkins School of
Hygiene in Baltimore, where he did graduate studies under the mentorship of



Dr. Frederick Bang.

For 42 years until his retirement in 2007, Fred rose through the ranks and
retired from federal service as the Officer in Charge of the Oxford Laboratory.
He served in that capacity from 1987 — 1995 and then again in 1999 — 2004.
Most of his career was invested in research to understand, diagnose, and
mitigate the effects of disease associate with marine mollusks and prevent
introductions of harmful, non-indigenous marine species. He became
recognized as a national expert on invasive species introductions from ballast
waters of foreign vessels and served as NOAA's representative on the Aquatic
Nuisance Species Task Force and as the U.S. representative to the
International Council for the Exploration of the Seas. Fred also chaired the
Green Crab Control Working Group that led to the development of the federal
management plan for the highly invasive European Green Crab. Fred was a
member of the Biological Review Team that was convened to review the
status of Eastern Oysters in response to the petition to list the oyster as a
threatened or endangered species. For such efforts, Fred received the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s 2004 Bronze Medal for Commendable
Service. Fred also served on the National Delegation of the United States-
Japan Natural Resources Aquaculture Panel through the U.S. Sea Grant
Program. He was a Past-Treasurer and member of the Society of Invertebrate
Pathology, the Atlantic Estuarine Research Society, and the Coastal and
Estuarine Research Foundation.

On May 18, Fred passed away with his beloved wife of 54 years, Sandra, by
his side. They have two children, Melanie Tarr and Frederick G. Kern, IV
(“Fritz”) and his wife, Rachel; and 5 beloved grandchildren. Fred is also
survived by his brothers, Mark F. Kern and William J. Miles; along with his
parents, he is preceded in death by his sister, Shawn S.M. Berkhardt, and son
in law, Christopher Tarr.

The family will receive guests and friends at Fellows, Helfenbein & Newnam
Funeral Home on Friday, May 23 from 11am until 12pm. A memorial service
will follow at the funeral home at 12pm. Interment will be private.



In lieu of flowers, donations in Fred’s memory can be made to a charity of your
choice.
For online condolences, please visit: www.fhnfuneralhome.com.



Cemetery Details

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church Cemetery and Columbarium

1214 S. Washington Street
Easton, MD 21601
https://ssppcemetery.com/

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 23. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (est)

Easton Location

200 S Harrison St

Easton, MD 21601

(410) 822-3131
info@fhnfuneralhome.com

Memorial Service

MAY 23. 12:00 PM (est)

Easton Location

200 S Harrison St

Easton, MD 21601

(410) 822-3131
info@fhnfuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

Christine lit a candle in memory of Frederick
“Fred" Godfrey Kern Il
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Christine - May 24, 2025 at 10:13 PM

Love, hugs, and prayers to the Kern
family...such a wonderful family man and
awesome neighbor!

Lisa and Michael McCormack
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Lisa McCormack - May 22, 2025 at 08:36 AM

Laurie Haas lit a candle in memory of t

Frederick "Fred" Godfrey Kern Il
u

Laurie Haas - May 22, 2025 at 07:38 AM

My deepest condolences to Sandie and all of Fred's loved ones. He
was a kind man and will be sorely missed.

Penny Finkner - May 21, 2025 at 05:45 PM



Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Frederick "Fred" Godfrey Kern .

May 21, 2025 at 04:06 PM

| knew when we were with Uncle Pug and Aunt Sandy there would
be good times coming. Uncle Pug was such a loving and kind man.
My favorite memories were going to Uncle Pug and Aunt Sandy’s
house in Maryland, the house they had on that busy street. It was
such a cool house. They would do a crab boil and there was so
much seafood and fun. It was 4th of July in the 90s and it didn’t get
better than that. I'm glad to say my last memory with my Uncle Pug
last year in Annapolis was eating fresh oysters together. He will
surely be missed.

Casey Harker - May 21, 2025 at 01:14 PM

So many summers spent on our log canoe. |
Fred was always smiling. And that is how |

will always remember him ||| l _

Jennie Dobson Mezick - May 20, 2025 at 04:27 PM

I'll miss a smart colleague who brought a generous ear to both small
and large requests, and a warm wit to encourage sensibility among
ambitious plans. Thanks, Fred!

Chris Dungan - May 20, 2025 at 02:23 PM
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