Mr. David Newton Webster
March 31, 1934 - January 28, 2020

David Newton Webster died peacefully in Easton, Maryland on Tuesday, January 28,
2020. He was eighty-five years old.
As a trial lawyer whose practice spanned sixty years, Mr. Webster conducted a broad
range of civil and criminal trials in 16 states and the District of Columbia. He was listed in
Best Lawyers in America since its first edition in 1983 and was ultimately listed in the
practice areas of Commercial Litigation, Legal Malpractice, Personal Injury, Products
Liability, and White Collar Criminal Defense.
Mr. Webster was a member of the bars of the District of Columbia and Maryland and
served the D.C. Bar as Chairman of its Legal Ethics Committee, Member of its Board of
Directors, and President. He was inducted into the American College of Trial Lawyers in
1982, and was a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, a member of the American
Judicature Society, The Barristers (Past President), and The Counsellors. He also served
as Adjunct Professor of Criminal Law at Georgetown University Law Center and as an
instructor in Trial Practice at Catholic University Law School.
Among many notable cases, Mr. Webster served as lead trial counsel for over 1,000 flood
victims of the Buffalo Creek, West Virginia mining disaster.
Mr. Webster was born in Providence, Rhode Island on March 31, 1934 and attended St.
Paul's parish school and La Salle Academy. He received a bachelor's degree in 1955 from
Providence College, where he served two four-year terms on its Board of Trustees and
later as Trustee Emeritus, and a Juris Doctor in 1958 from Georgetown University Law
Center, where he graduated first in his class. He was honored with the Providence College
Faithful Friar award and the Georgetown University Alumni Achievement Award.
Mr. Webster was admitted to the District of Columbia Bar in 1958 and he joined the law
firm of Hogan & Hartson in 1959, where he remained until 1967. He was a founding
partner in the law firm of Williams & Connolly until 1981 when he joined Nussbaum, Owen

& Webster. In 1989, he joined Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered, where he practiced until
2009, when he joined Webster Book LLP. He retired to Oxford, Maryland, where he
enjoyed boating, entertaining family and friends, and socializing with members of the
Oxford community. He was grateful for their friendship and support.
Mr. Webster was predeceased by his loving wife Marguerite, to whom he was married for
forty years. He is survived by his sisters Margaret Cooney and Mary Ann Torgen, his
children Lois, David, Steven (Lora), and Paul (Rachel), his eight grandchildren, and his
nieces and nephews. His daughter Devlin passed away in 2016.
A service will be held on Saturday, February 15 at 11:00 a.m. at the Church of The Holy
Trinity, 502 S. Morris Street, Oxford, MD 21654. Burial will be private.
In lieu of flowers, if desired, donations may be made to the David N. Webster Scholarship
Fund at Providence College c/o Advancement Office, 1 Cunningham Sq., Providence, RI
02918.
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Comments

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Mr. David Newton Webster.

February 11 at 12:25 PM

“

Dave and Family, It's been awhile but had occasion to be in 2 different courtrooms
with you. Much preferred being on the same side.. I have shared with many and now
you that I never before or since have encountered anyone better, nor even as good
and have observed many. You were a great credit to our profession. May God bless
you all. Chuck Tobin...Cmtsr@outlook.com. 2.9.2020

Charles M. Tobin - February 09 at 05:09 PM

“

I first encountered David when I was a Law Clerk at the Court of Appeals. Word went
round the clerk's grapevine that Webster was conducting a "must see" crossexamination in the district court. He made quite an impression, a presence that filled
the room and commanded attention.
Years later, my partners at Nussbaum & Owen were asked to consider bringing
David into our firm. I remember interviewing him. I knew he was concerned about
stepping on toes, especially given that his wife Marguerite was my longtime partner.
At the the end of the interview, I assured David that I would be proud to sit second
chair with him anytime he wanted. I never had any occasion to second guess that
assurance.
David became my trial mentor, and I owe him much for the example he sit in the
courtroom and the skills he taught me about being a trial lawyer. He was a big man,
and his passing leaves a big hole in my life and I am sure in he lives of many others.
ATENCION, David. Love you, my brother.
Jim Davenport, February 6, 2020

James P. Davenport - February 06 at 11:35 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Steven Webster - February 03 at 08:58 AM

