Ask the Undertaker

Welcome to, a Remembrance Tribute

" Jdo mrmm&w.ﬁuﬁbemb &&M_y.ft;sn:nﬁ-ﬂmmm
bouse. And I do mot meed a grave for my family to vt and pay
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frwe times. She knew 1 ivved ber. [ dell ber I appreciate alf sbe did for
me. § xoull ser bev apain when I prt bome (beoven).”

"This was a consumer's recent comment on a funeral industry
blog about his feclings toward funeral planning. How many
wmldn.gmewithﬂ?e:zsﬂlzmbnﬂdﬂx overall mw‘Pm:b-‘
It seems that statistics back this statement up with a very large
spike in cremation, nonmeligious services and what is 2 change in
sentiment that will lust for generations to come. Wy is thist Why
are more families keanitg to alternatives to the traditional funeral
suvﬂ?ﬂa:ﬂhpﬂrhapshmthh‘ngﬂ::ttheﬁuunl u'l.du:h'r
has done to move people away from the "norm” or could it be the
consumers themselves r'l:rnp]:r' wanting m:l:hi.ﬁg different?

While visiting Florida a few months back, | found what may
be answers to these questions while wandering the halls of the
hotel in search of coffee. [ coukdn't help but notice staff members
setting up what appeared to be an incredible party. There was
2 stage anh@hﬂ::ﬁﬁhmﬁ&lhmmﬂwnm
centerpieoes, two bars at each end of the mom and long tables
along the walls with easels nearty. When | asked one of the staff
what they were sctting up for, they ssid it was a bereavement cvenst
planned for that evening. A beresvement soens? They expliined
that they were preparing for what an undertaker would refer to as
2 memaorial service, but this was on o level of professional staging
that no funeral home could ever achieve. Or could i

The concept of feresvement events is breaking the mold cast
brﬂ::mn}uﬁrrufmﬂiﬁﬂnﬂmtd:rmhh:ﬂ:nnw-lkjng
into a floral smelling, low-lit, dask-carpeted, somber room filled
with sad peaple, consumers are now wanting something uplifting,
happy and most importanty, celebratory as they honor o life
lived. Since 2 majority of funeral homes are not yet offering
this option rn-:ti.:v,]:-mpl: are s:e]-d'r:g outside vendors to make it
happen. Forunately, some contemporary unsdertakers are open to
this concept and are mow nﬂ;eri.ng similar tribute events to suit
your needs. These unigue frifude cemters (my term) ame semething

relatively new to the funeral indostry. After much research, they
have leamed from the beregvement evemd that outside vendors
affer, and now provide, 2 much more relaxced atrnosphere at events
families and friends are hosting. For example, where are most of us
comfortable standing while visiting 2 friend’s home? The kitchen,
righl:!-' These n'u:dﬂ'n—d:}- fribute cemiers offer a kitchen feel to the
office wheme you meet the undertaker. No more round tablde in
a2 dask room surmamded by wms and caskets. Consumess now
find themselbves in a roon that has a Pottery Bam and Wilkams
Sonoma feel, with eoffee, appetizers and even o high-top table
o provide the feel of home In addition, thess modemized
facilities have o plasma TV arounsd nearly every comer and stare-
af-the-art I::d'tmlug piping audic and visual media rhml.lglmu.l:
the buikding. These facilities have mvolutionized funeral service
inbnmnppmtunit}lfurﬁierﬂ:uﬂﬁmi!}rhuﬁﬂ'zmuﬁﬁmﬁrg
atmosphere. In other wonds, a small but growing oumber of
miodern-day undertmkers have gone agzinst the grain in order o
adapt to the needs of today's consumer.

So what does this mean to you, the modern consumer When
it comes to Purdu.ﬁ.ng a funeral or cremation for n.br:dn:mz,?uu
can kook at it in an entirely different way if you wish. Often, this
means that the focus shifts awEy from the means of d.ispmi.ﬁnn
(i.e burial or cemation) and now towand what's really impostant
— homoring a life Eved. Todsy many undertakers are still trying
to gEt Consumers to hu_l.rt]ut casket, hold o visitation and even
have a traditional funeral ceremony that was the norm when their

weme in business. In m]il::r, there is a ln.rgl: portion
of the populstion that wants something different, and today
contemparary firms are starting to appear to udFerj'l.lst'ﬂ'u'LM,nm
families are selecting cremation or unique celebrations that give
them the flexibility and exeativity to bold that special celebration.
If you are one of those consumers who wants something different
tham what you've seen in the past, for either o cremation or burial,
you are in hick. Seck cut one of these contemporary finms and
learn how 2 funeral service of the past, can be transformed into a
remembrance fribute nl:_tudnz.r!

Ryan, vumer, superoining morticion snd prepiomeiny ol of Lesting
Tridutes o Bexipaie Road in Anragolic, offers sslwdions fo high-cont fimeral
He caw be raached at L1057 4852 or Ryam@{ avkiny Trisute FumealCare.




