Ask the

Undertaker

By Ryan Helfenbein

emember the movie Fhostbusters
back in the 1980:? The

hestbusters theme song would po
something like "whe yub ponna call,
GHOSTEUSTERS!” This line would be
said ower and ower again in different
dmatiens Belisve it or not, this gustion is
o of the mest commenly asked questions
when it fomes to my industry: whe do I call
when 4 death ocours?

Let's start with what peeds to be done
o order for the decessed to be tramported
froem the place of death to the funeral home.
It it requiced by Maryland law that 2 docrer
or madical scaminer signs 4 death certificats
befors the deceased con be removed from the
place of death. Per this reasen alone, the
fureral home & oot typically the first o be
contacted when o death oconre Ina
dtmatien whers hocpice care oo ourdng
facility it inwolwed, the mrce nmally gere
wirbal commitment from the doctor stating
that they will sign the death certificats.
Onge the nurse bas received sither o verbal
commitment or an actual signed death
cartificats the funeral hame of choics ix
contacted and transporration from the place
of death to the funeral home i mads.

OF Foran, £0 pou ctill haven't answered
the question .. Whe do I call? Let'slook ot
thit in thres different ttuaticns the death
oorurs ot home, the death cocursin a
bespital o nueting home (ot ding hogpice
carg), or the death coomes mddenly, as o an
antomebil= accident.

Outlook's

Bitsr & f@y fes

Soap is not just for bath time anymore.
If deer arg decimating your carefully
chosen perennials such as hostas and
QELTin G into Your veopie patch, try
breaking up bars of any of the popular
deodorant soaps and scattering i

of discouraging those eating mac hings.

around the perimetar IU's a proven way _L
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First seemaric. If my wife comes home
tonight 4nd finds me dead, ber first call needs
to be 911 The police and paramedics will
take care of instmeting her in what needs to
b done péet in regard to contacts. IF the
paramadics ind that the camse of death it not
sngpicions and my primary physician state
she will sipn the death cemificats, then the
pit call will be to the funeral bome. K my
dector states that he will pot sign the death
certificate since she does not konow what
canged my death, ITwould be sont to the
medical meaminer in Baltimore to determine
the cance. The chisf medical sxaminer would
then sipn the d=ath ceroficats after that
determination s made.

Second scenarie, what if death ooours in
a hospital or ourdnp beme In this cace, the
mmrge wonld bawve been et cted saclier by
the family a4 to what faneral home peeds to
be contacted. The s would be the one to
contact the funeral heme on the family's
belalf

Finully, what if d=ath acourred
mddenly? This is wery similar to the first
scenarie, Call911. Most of the time the
decmited will be tent to the medical
tpaminer to determine the sange of death.
In the cage of an antomabile accident, the
medical examiner woenld determine what
cansed the death as 4 resnlt of the accident.

This is prebably meore detailad than
some of youn care to read, howeser,
remember it is very important that people
understand who neads to be contacted.
Finally, to simplify all of this, when in
deubteall 911, B
Fvern, g feensed funeral directar and cerdified
Flanhtng soduselnr son b bedefed af

Ryam@fhn Frceral onze. ooz or
SI-755-3087.

Thrift
Shopping

By Kater Leatherman

o that wee are petring back to
the badies, recypeling, repifting
and repairng have oo o the

top. S0 hns theift shepping. But it hean't
alweays been that way Years ape, theift
shepping was meadtly for the behemian
population and the poor Thers wers
Sondipnment stoces for tregmre bunters,
vintaps chope for hippis typecanda
smattering of secondland clothing stors
lecared in the ssedier sids of town,

All of thathas changed The current
state of sur sconemy has alse lifted the
stigma arcund theift shopping. Mot coly it
it =agier on the budpet, it i comulatiog,
modtly baranes racaly are any two ieme
aliles. For many, the thrill & sbeut finding
something that it absalutely fabulons that
you would never pay cetall for. The fitis
perfect, the fabric beantiful and it cosre les
than 4 pew pair of sorke

For the best prices, head for the
charity-Fased erpanizations anch 4z
Groedwill and Salwton Acmy Shope that
donute clothing inarder t4 pensrats
rivenue for hospitals, dhurches and women's
Tunicr Leagues are alse paod buype
Howrever, bewrare, Some condgnment
stores bave gotten o scpensive that you're
bettar off buying new dlothes, Vintags
shope can be pricey, too.

After 25 years of "theifting” my way
through life, here are 12 idess I camenp
with to help you pat the medt sut of your

shepping exparienes
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