Harper's Ferry it in hill countor and
just about anywhers thit you go you're
pong to be walking up hills and doewn. (It
seemed to me that thers wers moce ups
than downe) The Appalachion Trail ales
goes right through the town and it's well
worth the shore wall on thic trail £ pet e
Jefferson Rock. I you chosse to hike up o
this sverleok and bave 4 map you can then
branch off the AT tradl and decend o the
Shenandsah for 4 quist walk aleng the
civer's edge. This meandering but Lewel trail
weaves throngh what bed once been
progperous Fctory ars, koown ac Vipining,
The ares weas floaded repeatedly and nowr
only fundations remain. I it's warm
encugh, there's the epportunity te wade in
the river, althengh the park service frowns
on it becanse the curcent can ot times be
iy danger g,

Other than the thres spactarnlar
hiless of warping lenprhe and eorations,
thare's alen the Chesapeales & Chio Trail
that offers 4 level, Turd-packed path that
stretthes for 154 miles. The trail winds
aleng the Poromas and is ideal for cither
hiking or biking for whatever distance yon
chasse. If you are heading nocth, it's o mecs
15 miles to Antietim Battlefield, o corefully
restared ares that & more than wecth the
effert with 4 wisiter center and ectensive
wealking trails and historical stops
throughout.

Harper's Perry alse bos o matoml pak
with 4n zasy three-mil= hiking trail that
it oribes differant Cvil Wae sites along the
way that were gpnificant. Moty level,
thers are o couple of cwerdoole for phote
ops.

This it 4n interscting and mstic e
that bas kept much of the charm intact of
years gone by It's woreh the trip if for oo
mere than a Sunday stroll along the river,
but my cheice bas alweays been to spend ot
lmact twer niphes to be ableto see and do it
all. There couldn't be 4 better time than the
fall for the specracular display of the
dutumn colors, ;ﬁ;- .

Harper's Ferry Map
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Ask the

Undertaker

By Ryan Helfenbein

my mother-in-la W, my wife and her

mather bapan talking about the recent
deathe of Barrah Baweett and Bd dledfaben.
They weere disensing howr deuthe alweays
seem to happen in three's, As they were
discussing this, we couldn't help but hear the
television news broadoast that Blichael
Tacksen bad just disd. What a2 concidenee!
Oheer thi et smeeral days and wreeks &ven
more celebrity deathe cocucred, Billy Bays,
St WL air, Walter Cronlite and ven
“Crdget,” the Tace Bell Chilmabna, Out of
all the rerent lossss Hellpwond seperienced,
the coe that I feel e can learn the mos
frem is that of Mickasl Tacksan, From the
lzes of Blichael Tackson 4 fowr areas barame
ey apparent to me in the tontct of my
busirgse: they are the impartanes of planning
ahead, the role of the funerl profecienale
and b to create 4 tme “celebration of life”

TDuring the days after Tacksen's death,
gne couldn't help but notice how his family
bad to anffer frem the lack of planning. Aca
mattar of fact Tam oot sven anre iF they have
apread on o fical place of et o this dug!
His famnily teemed o be unirs a5 to whe
wras £ care for hit remaing, whe woold takoe
charge of his arrangements 4nd bow services
sheuld be undled for his family and fans,
This doein't even begin te touch oo the
decicions that weere pecscsary to pull off, what
I would call aoe of the mest remarkeable
celebrations of life services ane conld ewer
imapine, Adveneg fanmal flarminy, offered by
thoge in the funerd inductry, provides the
relisf of knowing that all decicions are talen
care of, services are in order to the greatect
detail 4nd the surviving relatives know
eeactly how sverything is to be carried mt
weellin advance. Dot that it seeme to be a
problam with Jadison, but oo the financial
burden counld Iosee been completely
eliminated in adwinee. I would imagios B
Tacksen had the same feeling that many of ue
de: I peed to make my funeral plans in
adwance, but I'll da it ansther day. Pechaps
= thomld all take pote of this sdperianes and
tades care of our plane today

On the podtive side, the calebration of
life that cccnrred for Mlickael Tackeon woas 2
prfect scample of the mpartancs of 4
fureral professioral. Throughent hisory we

Sevml weeles ape while biving dinner at

Bawre 2en many people in and out of the
spotlipht with some baving wery incradibls
end-of-life ceramonis -- kings and quesns,
Hallywrood stars and sven presidents. One of
the most oetentaticus funeral procesians that
our conntry bag ever seen weas that of
President Abrabam Lineeln,. Bach state that
hist procesion went throngh bad decorative
hearses, amaring flower arrnpements and
unifermed seaff from lecal foneral homes.
Unliks the memarial tribute and capabiliviec
available teday, this wes all that was
chtairabls by the industey at that time.

By paint is that Mickael Tackson's ceremeny
could not have been done withont the help of
4 licensed foperal profestioral. The fonecal
indugtry it thers to help familie heal,
Frowiding 4 decessed family member the
proper end-oflife cermmony i wlat the
funerdl industry should serie o offer all i
farnilize, and at the services for dlichael
Tackson, thit wras wery apparent.

The last item that Tfeel we can all learn
from it what 4 proper celebration of lifs
should leok like Jackon Ind ooe of the most
incredible celebrations of life ever beld. With
that being said, thers & ne reasen that w
canpot give our leved ones the same. O, s
maybe not at the Staples Certer in Los
Argeles or with sonps smng by JTennifer
Hudion among cthers, But the vidass, a
precentation of memorial photos, ferorite
songe playing and clocst fiend: harog
memariss about the decrased can be dene for
anyone today Wi need to ok the servioss
that were done for Michael Tackson and maks
note that we can pise our closect family
members the same tribute that his family
provded him, After all, millions of people
acroce this planst toek time to it in front of
their telavidiom to pay tribute o the manand
the wast majority of them bad mever met him,
Why wouldn't we give that same attention te
the peopls who are dessct to ne and with
whom we truly have 2 relationchip? B

Ryan, a licenzed funeral direcior and
ceritified planning counselor, can be

reached af Ryan@ifenluneral Honie.com
oF ST 7383087,
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